Woodlands Primary School

Homework Policy

This policy was developed in consultation with the teaching staff during the Autumn Term 2016.

AIMS  

We use homework to develop the partnership between home and school with the aim of working together to help all children achieve their full potential.  

Purposes

The purposes of homework are:  

· to enable parents to work with the school to help their child, 

· to encourage children to develop the confidence, skills and motivation to study on their own, 

· to consolidate and reinforce skills and understanding developed at school, 

· to extend their learning, 

· to exploit the resources of the home setting to enhance learning opportunities. 

Framework

· The class teacher is responsible for setting homework, ensuring that demands are manageable and conform to the school's guidance on the recommended amount and type of homework. 

· Home learning will consolidate the learning undertaken in school.

· Parents will be informed about homework timetables. 

· Guide-lines will be communicated to children and parents so that all concerned are clear about the requirements of the tasks. 

· Parents should be encouraged to praise the efforts of children. 

· The school will monitor the effectiveness and quality of the homework. 

· There will be a named person on the staff to monitor the homework policy (the Key Stage 2 Co-ordinator and Headteacher) 

· The policy will be reviewed annually. 

The total amount of homework set in a week should be consistent and manageable.  

QCA Guidelines

· Teacher's should be aware of the Q.C.A. guide-line for the recommended amount of homework for the age group they are teaching. 

· Teachers should respond to the needs of the individual e.g. be flexible if homework is causing confrontation at home or a child is unwell / tired or unsupported at home. 

· Teachers should be sensitive to the home situation e.g. availability and access to resources at home. 

· Teachers should be aware that there may be an implication for the demand on resources at school, at the local library, at the local shops etc e.g. if all Year 4 children are asked to go to the library to collect books on... 

· Guidance for parents should be appropriate, use simple language and be clear. 

· There should be a balance between homework that needs marking and other activities where oral feedback is more appropriate. The work set should be linked to what the child is being taught / experiencing in the classroom. 

· There should be a balance between consolidation and practice and investigation and research. 

Homework set at Woodlands Primary School – September 2016
EYFS and KEY STAGE 1

FS1 (Nursery):
 
Once per fortnight – take home a library book.




Weekly newsletter (suggested activities on this)

FS2:


Tapestry



Reading (Decoding and comprehension)



Phonics activities




Weekly newsletter (suggested activities on this)




Maths targets go home approx. 3 times per term.





Name tracing book

Numeracy formation book




Sight vocabulary

Smart Kids phase 2/3 phonics

Year 1:


Reading

Tricky word spellings
Times Tables (2s, 5s and 10s)
Year 2:


Reading (3 x 5 minutes out loud, to an adult)
Phonics activities

Tasks that fit in with the main topic (eg. The Great Fire of London.)

Maths work to support the target focus (eg. Times Tables)
Home Learning in KS2

Homework in KS2 consists of the following:

30 minutes of Takeaway Homework

15 minutes of Numeracy Homework

3 x 5 minutes of reading out loud

Takeaway Homework:

The children will choose their homework from a selection provided by the class teacher. Typically, their homework will reflect the teaching and learning taking place that term. Sometimes, however, it will reflect previous learning to reinforce or future learning to gather knowledge. 

Numeracy Homework
The children will be set mental arithmetic homework each week. As many questions should be attempted as possible.
KS2 Homework schedule (including sanctions and rewards)

· In all classes, homework will be set on Friday and returned the following Friday (this gives children a full week to complete the tasks.) Children may return the homework early. If homework is not handed in on Friday, children will spend part of their golden time completing it.
· Activities should be kept in a Homework book/folder.

· KS2 teachers may also set spellings and times table practice if appropriate.
· Children will earn an additional five minutes of Golden Time for practicing their spellings three times.
Extra support from Woodlands Primary School 

KS2 Homework Club
The school runs a homework club for Key Stage 2 pupils. This normally takes place on a Tuesday afternoon from 3.20-4.15
KS2 Homework drop-in sessions
Each class teacher in KS2 will give the children in their class the opportunity to come in one lunchtime a week, where they will receive additional guidance if they are unsure how to complete their home learning. This is designed to support children who find it difficult to complete their work at home, and not as an opportunity to not do any of their work at home.

Interventions (Numbers Count)

Children who are involved in school based interventions such as Numbers Count will be offered additional homework.

Home learning is chosen by the children who may decide to take an activity home to share which they have mastered and want to show their family or the children may take something home which they would like to practise. Both resources and instructions will be provided. Families are encouraged to comment on homework using the Home – School Communication book. The Numbers Count teacher would always be happy to show parents how to complete homework tasks if any additional support is required.
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