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Woodlands Primary School 

English - Intent, Implementation and Impact Statement 

Intent 

At Woodlands Primary School, we believe that English is not only the key to accessing a wide and 
enriching curriculum, but that it also the key to accessing to world around us. Our aim is to ensure 
every child becomes primary literate and progresses in the areas of reading, writing, speaking and 
listening. So they enter the world as literate adults, we want children to leave Woodlands Primary 
School viewing themselves as ‘readers’, ‘writers’ and ‘confident speakers’.  

We believe it is every child’s right to read for pleasure and know that reading for pleasure feeds 
directly into writing. Reading widely leads to increases in writing ability, text comprehension, 
grammar and breadth of vocabulary. Children should leave Woodlands Primary School not only 
being able to decode books, but able to both comprehend them and see them as a source of 
pleasure that will stay with them for life. Reading is not only academically important, but also plays a 
vital role in children’s social development: reading helps children to develop skills of empathy; a 
sense of fun and humour and an understanding of the world around them that is wider than their 
own experiences, providing them with greater cultural capital. 

At Woodlands Primary School, we believe that pupils must be encouraged to read books by a wide 
variety of authors and from a range of genres. We also give children to opportunity to compare 
different works by the same author as they progress through the school. We ensure all children have 
access to high quality texts, we know our children well and are driven by their interests when 
selecting books. Our class books (core texts) are chosen using the ‘Head, Heart, Hand’ approach, 
something which guides us to choose the best possible books to suit our children.  

It is our belief that teachers play a vital role in modelling reading for pleasure and a love of books. As 
a school, we recognise the importance of children knowing how to browse and choose books, 
reading widely and often and being able to immerse themselves in the different worlds of the books 
they read. Through reading, children will be inspired to aspire for the future.  

We believe in the importance of writing for pleasure, instilling a desire to write. Children will 
discover their own writing voice and leave school feeling confident and happy when engaging with 
the different processes of writing. Through opportunities to write for a purpose, across a range of 
genres, our children will see writing as something to be proud of and celebrate. We intend for pupils 
at Woodlands to be proud of their writing and gain pleasure in sharing it with others. 

It is important that our children leave school as confident speakers, who are able to express 
themselves and engage in conversations with wide varieties of people and within many different 
contexts. As a result of this belief, we play a high importance on the development of vocabulary. This 
is seen in both our Reading and Writing lessons, as well as across the wider curriculum. We 
understand the importance of modelling speaking to children using Standard English and ensure 
children have opportunities to develop their public speaking skills. 

Implementation 

To achieve our English intent at Woodlands Primary School, to teach children life skills that will 
positively impact on their future, we aim to deliver high-quality teaching and learning opportunities 
that lead all children to view themselves as ‘readers’, ‘writers’ and ‘confident speakers’. 
 



Reading 
‘To instil a true love of reading, you need to live, breathe and show the wonder of books.’ 

Children are read, and have the opportunity to read, books that will expose them to the diverse 
world around them, allowing them to access ideas, views and places they may not otherwise 
experience. We give this a high priority as we know that not all children have access to books and 
experiences outside school. 

Key Stage 1 

In Key Stage 1, children have daily phonics sessions (please see Phonics policy). 

In Year 2, as children reach the level of attainment where they are no longer following the phonics 
programme, they begin small group Guided Reading sessions. These session introduce the children 
to the Whole Class Guided Reading planning format and structure. 

Key Stage 2 

Guided Reading is taught 5 times per week in Key Stage 2. Most pupils are taught as a whole-class; 
this means they are read with every day and develop a love for reading. Some children are taught in 
a small group so they can focus on decoding and retrieval skills before joining whole-class guided 
reading. The use of a core text for a class reader (see Appendix 1) means that all children are 
exposed to high-quality, age-appropriate texts, which they may not be able to access 
independently, or in Guided Reading. Children should be taught to apply their reading skills across a 
range of texts, from a variety of genres.  

Throughout the year, children are exposed to both fiction and non-fiction texts in Guided Reading 
lessons. Vocabulary is taught explicitly each week. Reading aloud, oral discussions and, where 
applicable, drama are approaches used in Guided Reading lessons, alongside responses. 
  
Guided Reading sessions in KS2 involve activities such as: 

• Comprehension questions. 
• Sequencing a text. 
• Drawing and labelling a setting or character description. 
• Drama/character hot seating. 
• Summarising for a peer. 
• Labelling moments in the text with moods and emotions. 
• Using drawings and actions when learning new vocabulary. 

 
Reading Every Day 

• At Woodlands, we model reading for pleasure. A class story is read aloud by the Class 
Teacher every day.  

• Our Book Spine features carefully chosen, high-quality texts, from a variety of authors and 
genres.  

• Pupils are encouraged to read books by a wide variety of authors and from a range of 
genres. Adults monitor this when choosing children’s reading books.  

• Guided Reading and Phonics are taught daily. 
 
 



Our Reading Long Term Plan shows sets out which skills need to be taught each term, in each year 
group. There is some overlapping of skills, alongside a main skill to be taught each term. Our Reading 
Skill Progression Map shows teachers (in more detail) what this skill involves in their year group. 
This progression map also allows teachers to look back at what a skill looked like in a previous year 
group, planning for gaps as appropriate. 

 
 
Home Reading 

At Woodlands Primary School, we have high expectations for pupils’ home reading, as we know the 
impact this can have on their reading at school. We encourage all children to read regularly to an 
adult at home and promote and reward this reading in school. We monitor home reading records 
and ensure those children who are not reading at home are heard in school. 

 

Writing Lessons 

As children move through Woodlands Primary School, units of writing are structured to allow for 
clear progression. Writing units are inspired by high quality texts, alongside a wide range of writing 
stimuli, which includes novels, short films, movies and picture books. Writing lessons involve the 
teaching of vocabulary, SPaG and language/genre features through daily LOs, in the context of a 
text/writing stimulus, with children then being given the opportunity to apply these skills in their 
independent writing. Writing units include opportunities for: vocabulary development, text talk, 
sentence level skill development, short burst writes, planning, extended independent writing and 
editing. This structure allows children to understand and experience the full writing process. 

Fiction and non-fiction units are taught every term and are linked to a range of exciting texts and 
writing stimuli, creating varied writing experiences. 

Our School English Overviews set out the genres to be taught each term, ensuring breadth of 
coverage and progression across the school. Our Writing Skills Progression Map is used to ensure 
the progression of skills taught within a genre across each year group. 

Recording  

All children are encouraged to work tidily and neatly when recording their work, following the 
School Handwriting Policy. Recording in books should take place in most lessons, depending on the 
content of the learning. Other lesson outcomes may include drama, group work, discussion and 
planning.  

Spelling 

At Woodlands Primary School, we teach children to spell following the Scode spelling scheme from 
Year 2 to Year 6. 

This scheme teaches the spelling requirements of the National Curriculum for years 2-6 by teaching 
children the Advanced English Phonic Code. The National Curriculum (2013) states; 
 
‘The rules and guidance are intended to support the teaching of spelling. Phonic knowledge should 
continue to underpin spelling after key stage 1; teachers should still draw pupils’ attention to GPCs 
that do and do not fit in with what has been taught so far. Increasingly, however, pupils also need to 
understand the role of morphology and etymology’.  



It is widely accepted that English is a complicated language to learn, especially when it comes to 
writing. In short, the English alphabet is made up of 26 letters, these combine to make the 44 sounds 
or phonemes we speak. However, when it comes to the writing/spelling of these sounds there are 
over 150 combinations or graphemes. 

 
By the end of Key Stage 2 we aim for a child to be able to:  
 
• Write with confidence, fluency and understanding, orchestrating a range of independent strategies 
to self-monitor and correct spellings.  

• To understand the history of the English language and why it is so complex.  

• Have an interest in words and their meanings, through etymology and morphology, developing a 
growing vocabulary in spoken and written forms.  

• Apply their knowledge of the national curriculum content and spell the curriculum words correctly 
when writing across the curriculum.  

• Have a sound understanding of the Advanced Phonic Code and use it to spell unfamiliar words. At 
first glance the advanced code may seem complex for children but once they understand the 
structure and the fact that the advanced code is simply other ways of writing the sounds we speak, 
they can be empowered by the logic of this system.  

In Key Stage 2, we encourage, teach and model the use of dictionaries to find spellings. 

  
Within our Scode lessons we employ various strategies to develop children’s confidence and skills as 
spellers:  
 
• Providing four times weekly sessions for pupils in Year 2, 3 & 4 and three weekly in Year 5 & 6.  

• Explicitly teaching the spelling content and curriculum words sorted by sound and code in 
accordance with the requirements of The National Curriculum for England 2014 (Y1 to Y6).  
 
• Planning meaningful, engaging, humorous and, where possible, real life purposes and audiences 
for writing within the classroom.  

• Planning spelling activities into creative teaching sequences which engage and inspire pupils.  

• Providing pupils with opportunities to evaluate their thinking and writing independently and with 
their peers and teachers.  

• Planning purposes for writing which require pupils to write in a wide variety of forms.  

• Throughout the spelling process, children are encouraged to orally rehearse and smash down 
words. This means giving children the opportunity to practise before they write by clapping out the 
syllables, saying the word out loud before they commit it to paper in their book.  

• For children to have an understanding that accents and dialects will need to be taken into account 
and they see the connection between spoken and written language.  
 
 



Assessment 

Teachers use the National Curriculum in England and the Writing Skills Progression Map to plan 
assessment activities linked to writing tasks. Teachers use short, medium and long term assessment 
to assess writing. 

 The short-term assessments that teachers make as part of every lesson help them to adjust their 
daily plans (Using the Writing Skills Progression Map to support with planning for gaps). Teachers 
use these short-term assessments to inform their planning for future units and to make adjustments 
and adaptations to upcoming lessons as needed. 

Written and verbal feedback is given to help guide children’s progress. Older children are 
encouraged to make judgements about how they can improve their own work. Teachers use writing 
Assessment Skills Assessment grids to assess children’s independent application of writing skills 
when marking Big Writes.  

When you marking a Big Write, these skills taught throughout the writing unit are the main marking 
focus. These skills are then be updated on children’s Writing Skills Assessment grids using the ACE 
code for teacher assessment. 

 

The use of the ACE assessment codes help children to understand what is going well in their writing 
and areas they can improve.  

Teachers make termly assessments using the Insight Tracking System, based on the objectives taught 
so far, using the judgements – Below (Emerging), Just Below (Working towards), On Track (Expected) 
and Greater Depth. These judgements are discussed with the Head teacher and Assessment leader 
at pupil progress meetings, held four times a year.  

 

Impact 
 

The Woodlands Primary School English curriculum aims to not only develop the skills and knowledge 
needed for reading, writing, speaking and listening, but also to develop a sense of pleasure and pride 
in these areas. Our curriculum is designed to enable our children to view themselves as ‘readers’, 
‘writers’ and ‘confident speakers’ beyond their time at Woodlands Primary School, as we know this 
will have a lasting positive impact on their adult lives. 

 

 

 

A – apprentice  - I am beginning to use this skill with support/I am still learning how to use this 
skill 

C – confident - I am confident in using this skill and have applied it in my independent writing. 

E – expert - I can use this skill in a variety of contexts. I could teach another child how to use this 
skill. (I have ‘ACEd’ this skill!) 



 

 

Appendix 1. 
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